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Krysta Estey’s fourth-grade 
class at East Elmentary enjoyed 
a day of paleontology while 
reviewing for the MAP (Missouri 
Assessment Program) test. 
Students started the day with 
a dinosaur imaginary writing 
prompt, followed by prehistoric 
animal math stations. As they 
completed their math station, 
they received a fossil for their 
fossil folder. Once their review 
was complete, they moved on 
to their Paleontology Dig. 3-D 
fossils were printed and buried 
in a garden area of one of the 
playgrounds. Students used 
their archeologist tools and 
dug up as many fossils as they 
could find. Students had a blast 
being paleontologists as they 
prepped for the MAP test. 

During Teacher Appreciation Week, 
Waynesville High School National 
Honor Society seniors expressed their 
gratitude for their teachers during the 
NHS Teacher Appreciation Night on 
Wednesday, May 4, 2022.

Senior NHS members chose one 
teacher, coach, educator, or staff 
member to deliver heartfelt words of 

gratitude for being an individual who 
has made a positive difference in their 
lives.

The senior NHS members and the 
teacher they nominated are as follows: 

Caitlyn Woodruff (Eric Beal)
Truman Trower (Tim Wallace)
Roberto Arzabala, Niamh Gallagher, 

NHS 
seniors 
honor staff 
members

Continued on page 2



Thank you to our School Lunch Heroes!

Ethan Beattie (Jim Stockmann)
Anna Bartosh (Ada Morley)
Jeanise Brown (Desiree Gentle)
Lydia Choi (Laura Storie)
Maria Cichocki (Tammy Taylor)
Anthony Esguerra & Jason Roberts (Peggy 
   Arnold)
Marion Fiame (Joe Haynes)
Brielle Garcia & Anthony Rivera (Melissa 
   Jones)
Mallorie Goodwin (Patrick Brooks)
Mary Henry (Dawn Wilking)
Sarah Hilburgh (Jason Whitt)
Joseph Howell (Laura Morgan)
Aeowynn Hussey (Olga McFadden)
Madison Littleton (Enver Medrano)
Aidan McFarland (Nick Parmley)
Tyler Newsom (Andrew Tiefenbrunn)
Kaitlyn Parker (Sarah Luttrell)
Xavier Podwoski (Rebecca Robertson)
Sarah Pollman (Jim Wilking)
Bailey Raines (Gary Cook)
Hope Redden (Kayla Wilson)
Elizabeth Reed (Shauna Smith)
Fernando Rodriguez (Susan Williamson)
Haven Royal, Gabrielle Russell, & Allison 
   Scobee (Charles Williams)
Mikayla Schaffer (Steve Ward)
Connor Sutterley (Charles Davis)
Callie Zarcone (Chad Bolin)
Emily Zuber (Olivia Horton)
Hyrum Blau (Matthew Johnson)
Cassidy Bowling (Cydnee Gilmore)
Abigail Hillman (Liz Rawlings)
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Aaron Tronstad, the head mechanic at transportation, has 
been named the director of transportation for the Waynesville 
R-VI School District. He will assume the role on July 1, 2022.

“Aaron is a well-respected member of the transportation 
team who is positive, has a good sense of humor and is a hard-
worker,” said Dr. Billy Cobb, executive director of operational 

services. “He is organized, meets 
deadlines and works well with 
others. I am excited for the future 
of our transportation team.”

During the driver shortage, 
Tronstad has also stepped up to 
drive bus routes—in addition 
to his regular job—to ensure 
students were able to get to 
school.

“Aaron is kid-first oriented and 
will support our drivers because 
he understands first-hand the 

challenges that they face,” Cobb said.
Tronstad has worked in transportation since 2009, first as 

a mechanic and then as the head mechanic. He oversees the 
district’s fleet of 72 buses, organizes the maintenance of the 
team and provides instruction on bus system operations to 
aides and drivers.

“I have a passion for people and want to create a work 
environment that people are proud to be a part of,” Tronstad 
said. “I see the value that each employee offers to successfully 
complete the mission.”

Prior to becoming a mechanic, Tronstad served as a co-
manager at Wendy’s, a mechanic/service advisor at M&S 
Motors/Lindsay Chrysler Dodge and as a custodian at 
Waynesville High School.

Tronstad named director 
of transportation

On April 21 and 
22, 2022, three 
Waynesville FFA 
Teams competed 
at State. These 
teams included 
entomology, 
nursery/landscape, 
and dairy cattle. 
Pictured are front 
row from left to 
right: Dillon Woods, 
Abigail Bellah, 
Emily Zuber, Mia 
Johnson and back 
row, Wren Gibbs, 
Adrian Hufford, 
Alexis Goldsmith, 
Lainie Hutchings, 
Keira Reigle and 
Gabriela Pelliccia.

A kindergarten student enrolls at Thayer Elementary. 
Students who are entering kindergarten in the fall may 
attend summer school in the Waynesville R-VI School 
District.

The Waynesville 
FFA will continue 
its spring plant 
sale on Saturday, 
May 7, from 9 a.m. 
to noon or until 
plants are gone. 
A variety of plants 
will be available 
at the Waynesville 
Career Center’s 
Greenhouse, which 
is located at 400 
G.W. Lane Road, 
Waynesville. For 
more information, 
please email Emily 
Koch at ekoch@
waynesville.k12.
mo.us.

FFA Plant
Sale

      May 5th and 6th from 2
pm to 6 pm 

May 7th from 9 am to
noon 

*or until plants sell out
WCC Greenhouse



David White, the former head coach and 
assistant athletic director at Blue Springs 
High School, will become the head football 
coach for Waynesville High School; he 
replaces Joe Haynes, who has accepted a 
coaching position in Arkansas.

“I am looking forward to the opportunity 
to make a difference,” White said. 
“Waynesville has a good foundation. The 
team has room to grow and develop and 
I really want to make an impact on the 
program.”

Fans and members of the community had 
an opportunity to meet White on Friday 
afternoon in the Lecture Hall at Waynesville 
High School. 

“I am really excited about Coach White’s 
diverse experiences,” said Cory Ace, director 
of athletics for the Waynesville R-VI School 
District. “His pedigree, skill sets and positive 
personality will undoubtedly benefit our program. He is 
known as being a motivating offensive-minded coach who is 
able to adjust and change and that will fit our program well.”

White has 11 years of high school  head coaching 
experience and five years of NCAA assistant coaching 
experience.  He served three years as coach of the All-
American Bowl (West) and was the Head Coach for the 2022 
team.  At the high school level, he has coached at Ridgeland 
in Mississippi and Bishop Gorman in Las Vegas, Nevada. At 
Bishop Gorman, as the head coach/offensive coordinator, he 
led the team to three conference championships and a 30-12 
overall record.

“At Bishop Gorman, we rolled up our sleeves and worked 
on changing little things to build up our players and change 
our culture,” White said. “Little things added up to three 
conference championships.”

When asked to name just two words to describe his 
coaching style, White said, “Passionate and fun.”

White named new WHS head football coach

“I want kids to be involved and excited to play, but we also 
have to remember to have fun because it is still high school 
football,” White said. “I am genuine and organic and I like to 
use my personality to encourage students to be less afraid to 
fail and less afraid to be great. I want Waynesville students to 
believe in themselves and I will advocate for them to get to the 
next level.”

At the collegiate level, White has coached at the University 
of Oklahoma under Bob Stoops and the University of Nevada. 
During his collegiate career at UNLV he was named to both 
the All-Conference and to the All-Academic team. White also 
played in the Arena League with the Iowa Barnstormers and 
the European Federation of American Football League.

“I enjoyed playing and coaching on the collegiate level, but 
I returned to high school football so that I could spend more 
time with my family,” White said.

White is married to Brooke White and they have three 
children, Breckston, 6, and twin girls, Rumor and Sutton, 3. 

Coach David White, the new head 
football coach at Waynesville High 
School, met with players, coaching 
staff, and community members during 
his two-day visit to Waynesville High 
School on May 5-6, 2022. 


